
FLVKèV OL]aUd
CKORe ZKaQg

I SeeU RXW WKe gOaVV Rf RXU VeOf-gXLdLQg KRbbLcRSWeU, ZaUPed XS b\ WKe VXQèV Ua\V. BeORZ, I Vee daUN

bOXe ZaYeV OaSSLQg WKLV Za\ aQd WKaW OLNe a VKLfWLQg cRbaOW caUSeW. I caQ RQO\ VWaUe aW LW fRU a feZ

PRPeQWV, becaXVe WKe VXQèV UećecWLRQ LQ WKe ZaWeU LV WRR bULOOLaQW WR ORRN aW. I SeeO aZa\ fURP WKe

ZLQdRZ RQce I caQèW OaVW LW aQ\ ORQgeU, aQd ĆQd P\VeOf face WR face ZLWK P\ VRXU-faced bURWKeU, FLVK.

He ZeaUV aQ e[SUeVVLRQ OLNe Ke VZaOORZed a ć\ (Ke dLd RQce, acWXaOO\, LW ZaV VZLPPLQg aURXQd LQ

KLV VRda.) êWKaW?ë Ke VQaSV, VeeLQg Pe VWaUe aW KLP.

IèYe Kad WR deaO ZLWK KLV PRRd\ beKaYLRXU eYeU VLQce KLV SeW ĆVK dLed a ZeeN agR. I WKRXgKW Pa\be a

KROLda\ RccaVLRQ OLNe WKLV ZRXOd cKeeU KLP XS, bXW I gXeVV I ZaV ZURQg.

BefRUe I caQ UeSO\ WR KLV cROd TXeVWLRQ, WKe KRbbLcRSWeU YeeUV dRZQ VXddeQO\. MXPèV Kead VPacNV

LQWR WKe ZLQdRZ aQd VKe gOaQceV dRZQ. êLRRN, ZeèUe KeUe!ë VKe e[cOaLPV e[cLWedO\, WU\LQg WR SeeO Rff

WKe gOaVV.

I ORRN dRZQ WRR, WKULOOed. A VaQd\ ZKLWe beacK dULfWV LQWR YLeZ, VWaQdLQg RXW LQ WKe gOLQWLQg RceaQ

ZLWK a cRXSOe Rf ORfW\ SaOP WUeeV VZa\LQg VLde b\ VLde. êIWèV a SaUadLVe,ë I PaUYeO. FLVK gUXQWV.

TKe KRbbLcRSWeU deVceQdV VORZO\, VcaWWeULQg XS a PLQLaWXUe VaQdVWRUP. IW WKXQNV LQWR a UaQdRP

VSRW RQ WKe VKRUe aQd WKe dRRU abUXSWO\ VZLQgV RSeQ.

I OeaS RXW LQVWaQWO\, fROORZed cORVeO\ b\ MXP. FLVK VORXcKeV RXW afWeU XV, bXW Dad OLQgeUV LQVLde RXU

UeQWed YeKLcOe.

êSKRXOdQèW WKeUe KaYe beeQ a OaQdLQg dRcN?ë He aVNV, VcUaWcKLQg KLV baOdLQg Kead.

MXP VKRRWV bacN RYeU WR Vee ZKaWèV ZURQg aV I KRS QRQcKaOaQWO\ RYeU ZaVKed XS VeaVKeOOV,

SLcNLQg XS WKe SUeWW\ RQeV.

FLVK ZaQdeUV Rff beKLQd WKe SaOP WUeeV. I dXPS P\ VeaVKeOOV LQ a KROe aQd VWaUW cRYeULQg WKeP ZLWK

VaQd, ZRQdeULQg ZKaW RXU KROLda\ KRXVe ZLOO be OLNe; Ze UaUeO\ KaYe aQ\ cKaQceV WR gR RXW OLNe WKLV,

VR WKLQgV feeO e[WUePeO\ OX[XULRXV aW a WLPe OLNe WKLV.

êAbb\, cRPe ORRN aW WKLV!ë FLVKèV YRLce VXddeQO\ caOOV, ĆOOed ZLWK PRUe e[cLWePeQW WKaQ IèYe KeaUd LQ

da\V. I cRPe VSULQWLQg RYeU, LQWeUeVWed LQ ZKaW KaV VWLPXOaWed KLP.



HeèV cURXcKLQg aW WKe bRWWRP Rf WKe SaOP WUee, cUadOLQg VRPeWKLQg KLdeRXV LQ KLV KaQdV. IWèV a OL]aUd,

beaULQg QeRQ \eOORZ VNLQ aQd bULgKW bOXe VSORWcKeV-- LW eYeQ KaV ZKLVNeUV-- ZKLVNeUV!-- aQd LWV e\eV

aUe bXOgLQg RXW Rf LWV Kead. IW VTXeaNV KeOSOeVVO\. OQe Rf LWV OegV LV bURNeQ.

êFLVK, dURS LW!ë I gaVS. HeèV WRR abVRUbed LQ LW WR KeaU, WKRXgK, ga]LQg aW LW ZLWK LQcUeaVLQgO\

LQcUedXORXV deOLgKW. I VXddeQO\ UecRgQLVe WKLV ePRWLRQ; Ke Kad WKe VaPe ORRN RQ KLV face WZR \eaUV

agR, ZKeQ Ke gRW KLV ĆUVW SeW.

êDRQèW \RX daUe,ë I ZaUQ KLP. I UeacK RYeU WR WaNe LW fURP KLP, bUXVKLQg LWV VOLP\ VNLQ.

IPPedLaWeO\, WKe VXQ ćaVKeV LQ P\ e\eV. I bOLQN, aOaUPed, P\ Kead VXddeQO\ WKURbbLQg. WKeQ WKe

OLgKW cOeaUV, I gaVS.

CRXQWOeVV ĆVK-- QRW P\ bURWKeU, WKe beaXWLfXO XQdeUZaWeU RQeV ZLWK SLgPeQWed VcaOeV-- aUe ć\LQg

WKURXgK WKe aLU. TKe RceaQ LV ULVLQg UK\WKPLcaOO\, QRW VLde WR VLde, bXW XS aQd dRZQ LQWR a KXge

ZaYe. IW fROdV PRPeQWaULO\ LQWR VKaSeV befRUe cUaVKLQg bacN dRZQ. I WXUQ WR FLVK, WeUULĆed, WR Vee Lf

KeèV ZLWQeVVLQg WKe VaPe WKLQgV, bXW Ke ORRNV abVRUbed LQ KLV RZQ QeZ ZRUOd.

I VWXPbOe aZa\ aQd cKaUge WR WKe VKRUe, ZKeUe ZKaW ORRNV OLNe URbRWLc OL]aUdV aUe ULVLQg RXW Rf WKe

VaQd aQd VcXWWOLQg WRZaUdV ZKeUe FLVK aQd WKe UeaO OL]aUd LV. I dRdge WKe RbVWacOeV aQd faOO LQWR WKe

ZeW VaQd,  WKe ZRUOd begLQQLQg WR beQd LQ aOaUPLQg Za\V. I SOXQge P\ KaQdV LQWR WKe VeaZaWeU aQd

VcUXb fXULRXVO\, ZaVKLQg P\ face fRU gRRd PeaVXUe. WKeQ I RSeQ P\ e\eV eYeU\WKLQg LV QRUPaO

agaLQ.

OQce I geW bacN WR FLVK I ĆQd KLP O\LQg RQ KLV bacN KROdLQg WKe OL]aUd XS WR WKe VXQ aQd WaONLQg WR LW.

IWV OegV aUe VSOa\ed aSaUW aQd LWV PRXWK ZLde RSeQ-- LW acWXaOO\ ORRNV OLNe LW'V eQMR\LQg LWVeOf. TRR bad

WKe PRPeQW caQèW OaVW, becaXVe I WKURZ ZaWeU aOO RYeU LW aQd FLVK. He MeUNV XS LQWR UeaOLW\,

VSOXWWeULQg beZLOdeUedO\. I KLW KLV aUP aQd WKe OL]aUd gReV ć\LQg-- LW OaQdV LQ WKe VaQd aQd OLeV WKeUe

PRWLRQOeVV.

I dUag a SURWeVWLQg FLVK aOO WKe Za\ bacN WR RXU SaUeQWV, ZKeUe Dad LV ZaLWLQg RXWVLde fRU XV. He

e[SOaLQV WKaW WKe KRbbLcRSWeU VaW QaY LV acWXaOO\ TXLWe RXWdaWed aQd KaV OaQded XV RQ a beacK

ZKLcK eURded ORQg agR fURP RXU UeaO deVWLQaWLRQ.

êDR Ze NQRZ KRZ WR gR bacN?ë I aVN ZRUULedO\, bXW FLVK cXWV ULgKW RYeU Pe. êWe fRXQd a UeaOO\ cRRO

OL]aUd, Dad!ë Ke e[cOaLPV, SRLQWLQg LQ WKe dLUecWLRQ Rf WKe SaOP WUeeV.

êLeaYe LW, FLVK!ë I Va\, e[aVSeUaWed, bXW KeèV aOUead\ dUaggLQg Dad WR WKe ZKLVNeU\ cUeaWXUe.

SRRQ ZeèUe VWaQdLQg RYeU WKe LQMXUed UeSWLOe. Dad LV MXVW aV faVcLQaWed aV FLVK, beQdLQg RYeU LW aQd

VQaSSLQg SKRWR afWeU SKRWR. He aOPRVW SLcNV LW XS LQ KLV KaQdV, bXW I VKRXW, êDRQèW!ë



Dad aQd FLVK VWaUe aW Pe. êWKaW LV ZURQg ZLWK \RX WZR SLcNLQg XS XQLdeQWLĆed aQLPaOV?ë I Va\

cURVVO\. êTKLV WKLQg PaNeV \RX KaOOXcLQaWe!ë

êHe\, \RX WRXcKed LW WRR!ë FLVK SURWeVWV.

êTKaW ZaV WR VWRS \RX fURP KROdLQg LW!ë

êTKaWèV eQRXgK,ë Dad LQWeUUXSWV. êHRZ abRXW Ze WaNe LW ZLWK XV, aQd ZKeQ Ze OaQd aW RXU KROLda\

KRXVe Ze caQ bULQg LW WR WKe YeW? TKeQ ZeèOO Vee Lf LWèV Vafe eQRXgK WR NeeS.ë

I cURVV P\ aUPV, XQabOe WR Va\ aQ\WKLQg eOVe aV FLVK cKeeUV WULXPSKaQWO\,.

A da\ O;aWeU, ZeèUe VWaQdLQg LQVLde WKe YeWeULQaU\ aV a dRcWRU e[aPLQeV FLVKèV QeZeVW ĆQd RQ WKe

WabOe.

êI beOLeYe WKLV LV a ZKROe QeZ VSecLeV \RXèYe dLVcRYeUed,ë WKe dRcWRU VXddeQO\ Va\V afWeU a ZKLOe.

êCaQ Ze NeeS LW?ë FLVK aVNV VWUaLgKW aZa\.

TKe dRcWRU VKaNeV KLV Kead VORZO\. êIèP afUaLd ZeèUe gRLQg WR KaYe WR LQYeVWLgaWe WKLV caVe a OLWWOe

PRUe befRUe PaNLQg aQ\ decLVLRQV. WeèUe QRW eQWLUeO\ VXUe LWèV Vafe.ë

êIW PaNeV \RX KaOOXcLQaWe,ë I RffeU aV FLVKèV PRXWK dURSV RSeQ LQ KRUURU.

TKe dRcWRU VLgKV aW FLVKèV e[SUeVVLRQ. êLLVWeQ,ë Ke Va\V, SXVKLQg KLV gOaVVeV XS KLV QRVe. êKeeSLQg

WKLV aQLPaO ZKeQ \RX dRQèW NQRZ aQ\WKLQg abRXW LW LV RXW Rf WKe TXeVWLRQ. If \RX UeaOO\ ZaQW a SeW,

\RXèUe gRLQg WR KaYe WR aVN \RXU SaUeQWV.

MXP VKaNeV KeU Kead.

êOU,ë WKe dRcWRU cRQWLQXeV, êZeèYe beeQ e[SeULPeQWLQg VRPeWKLQg QeZ RQ SeWV ZKR VXffeU fURP

ORQeOLQeVV. We KaYe a feZ URbRW PRdeOV ZKLcK aUe VXSSRVed WR NeeS deSUeVVed aQLPaOV cRPSaQ\;

Zeèd be KaSS\ WR gLfW \RX RQe, VeeLQg aV \RX dLVcRYeUed WKLV QeZ cUeaWXUe.ë He VPLOeV ZU\O\ aV

FLVKèV ROd VcRZO SeeOV Rff KLV face RQce PRUe LQWR SXUe KRSe.

êTKaW VRXQdV UeaVRQabOe,ë Dad Va\V ZLWK a VLde gOaQce aW MXP, ZKR ORRNV UeVLgQed aW WKLV SRLQW.

SeeLQg WKe ORRN RQ FLVKèV face, I WKLQN IèYe gRW P\ bURWKeU bacN.

(AOVR, dLd WKRVe KaOOXcLQaWLRQV SUedLcW VRPeWKLQg OLNe WKLV ZRXOd KaSSeQ?)


